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ABSTRACT 
This workshop asks participatory designers and researchers to 
consider how they write about their work and what role there is 
for novel approaches to expression, forms drawn from other 
disciplines, and open and playful texts. As we bring social science 
and humanities sensibilities to bear on designing with others; as 
we conduct experiments in infrastructuring and sociotechnical 
assemblages; as we ask what participation means in different 
contexts and types of futuring, can we find voice to match our 
innovations? How do reflexivity, positionality, autobiography and 
auto-ethnography fit into our reflections on designing? How far 
are we making our practice even as we write? Is the page a 
contemplative or collaborative space? Does the tyranny of the 
conference paper overwrite everything? Join us for this day of 
reading, writing and discussion about how we tell the stories that 
matter most to us. 

CCS Concepts 
• Human-Centered computing ➝	 Interaction design 
• Participatory design  

Keywords 
Reflexivity; positionality; autobiography; auto-ethnography; 
narrative; story-telling; expression; infrastructuring; participatory. 

1. INTRODUCTION 
The field of participatory design has long been an innovative 
space. From games to theatre, we have approached people to 
inspire them to think differently and devised intriguing ways to do 
so. Similarly, there have been experiments in writing up our 
practices. We have seen (and, some of us, heard) the inspirational 
prologue to “Making Futures”, where Watts, Ehn and Suchman 

[13] engage in an epistolary form of academic dialogue most often 
associated with 19th century novels.  

Other pieces at the border of anthropology and design share this 
exciting approach ([1][2][4][5][7][9][10][11][12]) and some 
community-facing publications are also inventive (e.g. [8] which 
uses poetry and recipes to report research). 

Writing our experiences using novel approaches is not merely fun. 
It creates meaning, allows us to make new connections, and offers 
a form of expression that may better capture some elusive aspects 
of our practice. In following different forms, we learn more about 
what we are doing and are capable of doing.  

So, in this workshop, we welcome participants to think about the 
relation of style and content, new models of authorship and 
breaking out of the straitjacket of academic publishing. While we 
may not be able to – or wish to – change the way that reporting 
happens in the mainstream of academic encounter, we can use 
spaces like this and those provided by more experimental forms of 
written co-construction to plumb our accounts for new insights 
and legitimate new practices of feeling, telling and accounting for. 

30 years ago, the book “Writing Culture” [3] sought to investigate 
the relationship between aspects of anthropological practice, fields 
of enquiry and how to capture these nuances in ethnography 
(literally ‘writing culture’). In a small way, we seek to ask some 
of the same questions for our practice of working together to 
make new products, tools, relations and the texts that explain. 

2. FIT TO CONFERENCE 
This year the conference theme is Participatory Design in an Era 
of Participation. The workshop theme similarly crosses all aspects 
of PD, situating our questions and concerns in the production of 
knowledge and meaning through our research tools. It particularly 
addresses the conference theme in asking how we express what is 
particular to our practice and how this sits in relation to other 
inclusive practices more broadly. 

3. WORKSHOP SCHEDULE 
Participants will be asked to circulate two short extracts of their 
written work to everyone before the workshop. These will contrast 
formal and novel styles of reporting on any aspect of PD. They 
will also be asked to bring a loved passage with them. 

SAMPLE: Permission to make digital or hard copies of all or part of this 
work for personal or classroom use is granted without fee provided that 
copies are not made or distributed for profit or commercial advantage 
and that copies bear this notice and the full citation on the first page. To 
copy otherwise, or republish, to post on servers or to redistribute to lists, 
requires prior specific permission and/or a fee. 
Conference’16, Month 1–2, 2016, City, State, Country. 
Copyright 2010 ACM 1-58113-000-0/00/0010 …$15.00. 
DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.1145/12345.67890 



At the workshop, participants will be asked to share their hopes, 
subversions and most experimental approaches to recording and 
reporting on their design work. We will work with a maximum of 
16 people to ensure that everyone can contribute. 

The workshop will be divided into four sections: 
• Sharing our adventures in PD writing and Politics of Form 
• Opportunities and Constraints in Expression 
• Writing time – in pairs, groups or solo 
• Reporting – what is particular to PD writing? What kinds of 

narrative have we produced? – and wrap up. 

3.1 Audience for Workshop 
This workshop welcomes anyone who ever writes about PD, and 
particularly anyone who likes to challenge conventions to get 
closer to what they believe is important to express. Whether you 
are planning a book or brochure for project participants, come and 
discuss what approach you could take. This workshop is also very 
relevant to anyone who sees the irony that we are writing in such 
a highly constrained format to promote this day! 

3.2 Workshop Outcomes 
Since everyone will be addressing a theme uniquely relevant to 
their work, we cannot promise a single collaborative product.  
Since everyone will be experimenting with form, outcomes from 
the workshop could involve anything from an experimental new 
journal to a series of blog posts about writing. And participants 
will leave with a seed of new work to come. 

4. WHAT TO DO NOW 
If you are interested in applying, please send 2 page-long samples 
of your written work to <writingPDC@gmail.com> by July 1st. 

Important Dates: 
• July 1st 2016: Workshop participant submission deadline 
• July 15th 2016: Notification to workshop participants 
• August 16th 2016: PDC 2016 workshop 

5. ORGANISERS 
Ann Light is Professor of Design and Creative Technology at the 
University of Sussex, specializing in design for social wellbeing 
and the politics of participation and publishing on design of social 
process, social innovation and cross-cultural methodology. She 
likes to write.  

Lone Malmborg is Associate Professor, heading the 
Interaction Design Group at the IT University of Copenhagen. Her 
research explores how co-design, interaction design and social 
innovation can change the research agenda in design and ageing in 
projects like Give&Take and SeniorInteraction. She likes to 
explore writing styles.  

Eva Brandt is Professor at The Royal Danish Academy of Fine 
Arts, School Design. She is co-leading the Center for Research in 
Codesign (CODE). She explores how actors engaged in open 
design labs jointly can both inquire into existing practices and 
explore possible futures. She likes to experiment. 

Joachim Halse is Associate Professor at The Royal Danish 
Academy of Fine Arts, directing the MA program in Codesign. 
Combining design and anthropology his work enables new forms 
of civic participation in future making. He likes the intractable. 

Per-Anders Hillgren is Associate Professor at School of Art and 
Communication - Malmö University. He specializes in in 
participatory design, living labs and social innovation. He likes to 
explore and challenge boundaries. 

Tuuli Mattelmäki is associate professor at Aalto University 
School of Arts, Design and Architecture and the head of master’s 
programme of Collaborative and Industrial design at the 
Department of Design. Her research explores the potentials of 
empathic and collaborative design approaches in the public sector. 
She likes to explore and find new paths. 

Jörn Messeter is Associate Professor in Interaction Design at IT 
University of Copenhagen, doing research and teaching in co-
design and community-based PD, and with a particular interest in 
social innovation, sharing culture, public service design, and how 
technology and design relate to local community culture. He likes 
to articulate. 
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